[Value of pedicled myoplasty in the treatment of severe mediastinitis. A case report].
Sternotomy is the approach of choice for cardiac surgery. Mediastinitis is a rare complication of median sternotomy with high morbidity and mortality. We describe a case of severe mediastinitis occurring after median sternotomy performed in a patient presenting diving goiter. Two-stage irrigation/drainage was unsuccessful. This failure led to opening of the chest and coverage with a pediculated flap using the grand pectoralis muscle. This stratagem allowed complete healing. This case provides an opportunity to discuss the different surgical techniques used to treat severe mediastinitis and to emphasize the value of muscle flaps in the management of recalcitrant median sternotomy wounds.